
 
ACADEMY COUNCIL MEETING – 7 FEBRUARY 2018 

 
Summary of key issues 

 

Welcome and Introductions 
The Council welcomed Mary Horgan, President of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Ireland to the Council. 
 
Congratulations were given to Derek Bell (President RCPE) and Suzy Lishman (Independent 
Clinical member) for their awards in the New Year Honours and also to previous Council 
members Clare Marx, Cliff Mann and Terence Stephenson for their honours. 
 
Neena Modi, who is demitting office as President of the Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health was thanked for her work and wished well for the future. 
 

Academy Policy Priorities 
The Council note the publication of suite of documents available on the Academy website 
setting out the Academy’s strategic aims, policy priorities with briefings and activities. 
 
Chief Registrar Programme 
Members welcomed the opportunity to take part in the next round of the RCP(L) Chief 
Registrar programme. 
 
Workforce Strategy      
Ian Cumming, HEE Chief Executive and Wendy Reid HEE Director of Quality and Education 
spoke to the Council about the draft Workforce Strategy currently out for consultation. Ian 
stressed the importance of a strategy for both the next five years and longer term and the 
need to focus on retention of staff as well as additional supply. He made clear HEE’s wish for 
continued close engagement with Colleges. The Academy will be making a response to the 
consultation. 
 
Wider implications of the Bawa-Garba Case  
Sir Terence Stephenson, Chair of the GMC spoke to Council about the case and its wider 
implications. He recognised that the case had damaged its relationship with registrants but 
explained the rationale for appealing the Tribunal decision and the GMC proposal for 
reviewing the use of Gross Negligence Manslaughter legislation. Members were clear about 
the need for consistent application of the law across the country; for clear, simple advice 
and explanation from the GMC and for ensuring system as well individual reflection. The 
Academy has discussed the question of reflective practice with COPMED and is committed 
to jointly producing any required revision to existing advice in conjunction with all 
stakeholders. The Academy Trainee Doctors Group has also drawn up an action list for a 
constructive way forward from the tragic case. 



Clinical Standards in digital healthcare                   
The Council agreed to take forward detailed consideration of a proposal from NHS Digital 
that Colleges should take responsibility for assuring the clinical content of NHS Pathways 
recognising that Colleges are the organisations best placed to assure the clinical content of 
digital healthcare. 
 
Principles to underpin restricting or delaying medical care      
The Council endorsed a statement setting out the principles to underpin restricting or 
delaying medical care which makes clear that refusing or delaying an operation should be an 
individual clinical decision between doctor and patient rather than a blanket decision based 
on lifestyle. 
 
The changing face of medicine and future role of doctors  
The Council agreed that the Academy would host a project being led by Professor Pali 
Hungin, previous President of the BMA, looking at the changing face of medicine and future 
role of doctors.  
 
Clinical Negligence Reform                 
The Council considered a paper on the rising costs of clinical negligence claims. It was noted 
that that proposals to bring arrangements for GPs in line with those for secondary care are 
progressing. It was agreed to support the proposal for Academy involvement in any 
initiative to address the rising costs of clinical negligence and, specifically, to work with the 
NHS Confederation and defence organisations on the issue 

 
Winter Pressures 
The Council discussed the current position and made the following points 

• pressures have not disappeared.  

• the ATDG was planning to do a survey on the impact of dealing with winter pressures on 
training and would like Colleges to circulate it to their trainees 

• planning needs to start at once for next year 
Comments on the effectiveness of the NEPP and the role of Colleges on the Panel would be 
welcomed by Helen Stokes-Lampard, Jane Dacre and Derek Alderson the College 
representatives on the group. 
 
AMRC Wales 
The Council considered a paper on options for the future arrangements and funding for the 
Academy in Wales. It was agreed that members would take the paper to consider internally 
and with their members in Wales and reconsider the issue at the next meeting. 
 
Ethics of AI 
It was reported that the Academy is likely to receive funding from NHS Digital to undertake 
some work on the ethics of Artificial Intelligence in healthcare from a clinical perspective. 
 


